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Renee Bradley 
Deputy Director, Research to Practice Division 

Office of Special Education Programs 
US Department of Education 

renee.bradley@ed.gov  
 

Renee Bradley has over twenty-five years experience in special education.  She began her career as a teacher of students 
with emotional and behavioral disabilities.  During those eight years she worked in a variety of settings from self-contained 
to an inclusion program to providing homebound services working with children preschool through high school.  Renee 
worked at the South Carolina Educational Policy Center for two years prior to joining the University of South Carolina 
Special Education Program as a Clinical Instructor in the Graduate School.  During her time there she coordinated the 
master’s student teaching experience and taught a variety of courses.  As an experienced consultant and trainer on a 
variety of education issues including: behavioral supports and interventions, juvenile justice, instructional strategies, 
teacher training and school leadership, Renee has a reputation as an effective deliverer of research based and practical 
information with a strong sense of the real world.  In 1997, Renee joined the U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education Programs as a program specialist on the National Initiatives Team.  In 1998, she became the Special 
Assistant to the Director of Research to Practice and now serves as the Deputy Director.  Among her responsibilities she is 
the project officer for the National Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports and  the IDEA Partnership 
project.  She coordinated the OSEP LD Initiative and served as the project officer for the National Research Center on 
Learning Disabilities.  She has written and contributed to numerous publications and chapters, serves on several 
professional publication boards, and is a frequent presenter on special education issues.  Renee has a bachelors and 
masters in special education from the College of Charleston and her Ph.D. in Leadership and Policy from the University of 
South Carolina 

 
Joanne Cashman 

Director of the IDEA Partnership 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) 

joanne.cashman@nasdse.org  
 
Joanne Cashman is the Director of the IDEA Partnership at NASDSE. The Partnership is an innovative investment by the 
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) at the U.S. Department of Education to bring state education agencies and 
national organizations together and focus them on improving outcomes for students with disabilities.  The Partnership 
affiliates 53 national organizations that represent policymakers, service providers, administrators and families.  Before 
joining NASDSE, Dr. Cashman served as the project director of the Interdisciplinary Doctoral Training Program at the 
George Washington University (GWU).  She continues to be a frequent lecturer in special education policy and interagency 
service coordination at GWU.  Prior to coming to Washington, Dr. Cashman was concurrently a building principal and 
supervisor of special education for the Shikellamy School District in Sunbury, Pennsylvania.  She worked for 27 years to 
improve disability education and awareness at the local and state levels and continues to work with the Pennsylvania 
Bureau of Special Education and the Pennsylvania Interagency Team.   
 
Dr. Cashman is a frequent presenter for state and national audiences and has authored articles, practice manuals, and 
book chapters.  Her research interests include shared policy agendas and cross-cutting policy strategies, service learning, 
self-determination and self-advocacy for individuals with disabilities, organizational learning, knowledge management, and 
communities of practice. 
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Kathy Cowan 
Director of Communications 

National Association of School Psychologists 
kcowan@naspweb.org  

 
Kathy Cowan is NASP’s Director of Communications.  Kathy is responsible for coordinating general communications, crisis 
communications, and media relations for NASP, as well as supporting the communications needs of NASP programs, 
advocacy, and marketing.  Prior to joining NASP in 2000, she was Director of Communications and Community Outreach 
for Crossway Community, a nonprofit residential program for homeless women and their children. 

 
Jonathon Drake 
Project Director I 

Program Training Director 
Institute on Disability, University of New Hampshire 

Jonathon.Drake@unh.edu 
 

Jonathon Drake received a Masters Degree in Social Work with a focus on policy, community organizing, systems, 
management and research from the University of New Hampshire in 2006. During his course of study, Jonathon also 
received a Graduate Certificate in Leadership in Children’s Health and Disability. Jonathon began working with the 
Institute on Disability in 2005 as an intern through the NH Leadership in Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities 
(LEND) program. From 2006-2009, Jonathon joined the APEXII (Achievement in Dropout Prevention and Excellence) 
project as an Intensive Intervention Facilitator providing on-going training and technical assistance to high school 
professionals around a youth intensive intervention model called RENEW (Rehabilitation for Empowerment, Natural 
Supports, Education, and Work). Jonathon is currently the Project Training Director for the RENEW Capacity Building 
Project. The RENEW project is designed to build sustainability for RENEW in the NH mental health system by training 
clinicians to use the RENEW model as an evidence based mental health intervention. The project partners with six mental 
health centers and is targeting up to 85 youth with emotional and/or behavioral disorders. Jonathon also provides 
wraparound training with local organizations based on the national wraparound initiative model. 
 

Michael J. Feuer 
Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development 

The George Washington University 
feuer@gwy.edu  

 
Dean Michael J. Feuer holds a Ph.D in Public Policy from the University of Pennsylvania, where he also earned the MA in 
Public Management from the Wharton School. He has studied public administration at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and political science at the Sorbonne (Paris). Dr. Feuer grew up in New York City, where he attended public 
school and graduated cum laude from Queens College (CUNY) with a major in English literature and journalism.  
 
Before serving as dean of GSEHD, Dr. Feuer served as the executive director of the Division of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences and Education in the National Research Council (NRC) of the National Academies, where he had also been the 
founding director of the Board on Testing and Assessment and the Center for Education. Before joining the NRC in 1993, 
Dr. Feuer was a senior analyst and project director at the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment.  
 
Upon earning his doctorate, Feuer remained at UPenn, teaching graduate seminars in education and working at the 
Higher Education Finance Research Institute. He then joined the faculty of the business school at Drexel University, 
teaching courses in public policy and management and continuing his research on the economics of education, labor and 
human capital.  
 
Feuer was the Burton and Inglis Lecturer at Harvard University in 2004, which was the basis for his 2006 book 
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Moderating the Debate: Rationality and the Promise of American Education, published by Harvard Education Press. 
Feuer has published dozens of research papers in education, economics and policy journals, and has had many articles 
and reviews in the New York Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer and other newspapers. Feuer is a senior adviser to 
education projects in Israel, and has consulted on education in France and Germany. He is an elected member of the 
National Academy of Education, a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a fellow of the 
American Educational Research Association.  

Jo Ann Freiberg 
Educational Consultant 

Connecticut State Department of Education 
JoAnn.Freiberg@ct.gov 

 
Jo Ann Freiberg is an Educational Consultant with the Connecticut State Department of Education working with the Bureau 
of Accountability and Improvement.  She manages the wide arena of Bullying, Improving School Climate and Character 
Education.   She has worked as a classroom teacher and as a teacher educator, and has held faculty appointments at a 
number of universities, including Central Connecticut State University, Eastern Connecticut State University, the University 
of Hartford and the University of Connecticut.  Jo Ann holds a Ph.D. in philosophy of education from Ohio State University, 
and her areas of academic teaching and research include moral and character education, educational studies, professional 
ethics and multicultural education. She has served on the statewide task force on bullying, and has served as an 
educational consultant in a variety of settings both in Connecticut and nationally.  She is a member of the National School 
Climate Council.  Jo Ann provides a wide range of professional development and educational content to many groups and 
organizations throughout the country about issues including those above as well as general violence prevention, 
professional ethics and related subjects in the school, family and community partnership arena. As a parent, she sees the 
issues from multifaceted levels. 

 
Lindsay Fryer 

Professional Staff Member 
Committee on Education & the Workforce 

Lindsay.Fryer@mail.house.gov 
 
Lindsay Fryer is a Professional Staff Member on the Committee on Education & the Workforce at the U.S. House of 
Representatives. She handles several issues for the Committee including topics related to teacher quality, education 
research, Impact Aid, older Americans, and child abuse prevention. Ms. Fryer has a strong education background. She 
previously worked at the American Institutes for Research on two large contracts – the National High School Center and 
the Regional Educational Laboratory – Northeast & Islands (REL-NEI). Her work focused on high school dropout 
prevention, literacy programs, and online math opportunities.  She has authored several reports on these topics. Ms. Fryer 
holds a master’s degree from Harvard University in Education Policy and Management. 
 

Debra Grabill 
Technical Assistance Specialist 
American Institutes for Research 

dgrabill@air.org  
 

Debra Grabill, M.Ed. C.A.G.S., is a Technical Assistance Specialist with the American Institutes for Research in 
Washington, DC.  She works with federally-funded projects that focus on improving home, school and community 
outcomes for youth and their families: the Technical Assistance Partnership for Child and Family Mental Health, the Safe 
and Supportive Schools Technical Assistance Center, and the Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs. She also 
provides consulting services to states and organizations through the IDEA Partnership at the National Association of State 
Directors of Special Education with particular emphasis on the National Community of Practice on School Behavioral 
Health and the National Community of Practice on Transition.   She is a former NH State Director of Special Education and 
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currently works as a consultant to align and integrate initiatives among NH's child-serving agencies, organizations and 
stakeholders. 

 
Florencia Gutierrez 
Research Associate 

Annie E. Casey Foundation 
FGutierrez@aecf.org 

 
Florencia Gutierrez has worked with the Annie E. Casey Foundation as a Research Associate for KIDS COUNT for three 
years. She helps develop and maintain the KIDS COUNT Data Center, Data Book and related national KIDS COUNT 
products. Before joining the foundation Florencia spent seven years in Texas researching issues in the area of education, 
wealth, and the economy. Her interests in these areas led her to pursue a Master’s degree in Education and another in 
Public Policy which guided her work with the legislature and the Center for Public Policy Priorities, where she worked on 
KIDS COUNT at the state-level.  

 
Mary Beth Gustafson 

Assistant Superintendent for Special Education  
Pocono Mountain School District, Swiftwater, Pennsylvania 

mgustafson@pmsd.org  
 
Mary Beth Gustafson, Ed. D., is the Assistant Superintendent for Special Education in the Pocono Mountain School District 
in Swiftwater, Pennsylvania. Dr. Gustafson has worked in the Pocono Mountain School District for 20 years as an IST 
teacher, Educational Consultant, Assistant Principal, and Assistant Superintendent for Special Education. She currently 
participates in the Pennsylvania Mentor to Mastery Program, and is an Adjunct Professor for Wilkes University teaching 
graduate courses in Special Education. In addition to her job responsibilities and teaching responsibilities, Dr. Gustafson 
serves as member on the local Special Education Task Force and the Educational Resources for Children with Hearing 
Loss (ERCHL) advisory committee. Her degrees include a Bachelor of Science Degree in Special Education, Master of 
Education Degree, Reading Specialist Certification, Special Education Supervisory Certification, Principal Certification, and 
a Doctorate in Educational Leadership.    
 

Kristen Harper 
Policy Advisor to the Assistant Deputy Secretary 

Elementary and Secondary Education 
U.S. Department of Education 

kristen.harper@ed.gov 
 

Jack Jennings 
Founder of the Center on Education Policy 

jackjenningsdc@gmail.com  
 
Mr. Jennings (known formally as John F. Jennings) founded the Center on Education Policy in January 1995. From 1967 to 
1994, he served as subcommittee staff director and then as a general counsel for the U.S. House of Representatives' 
Committee on Education and Labor. In these positions, he was involved in nearly every major education debate held at the 
national level, including the reauthorizations of such important legislation as the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 
the Vocational Education Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Higher Education Act, and the National 
School Lunch Act. 
 
Mr. Jennings has served on the board of trustees of the Educational Testing Service, the Title I Independent Review Panel, 
the Pew Forum on Standards-Based Reform, the Maryland Academic Intervention Steering Committee, and the Maryland 
Visionary Panel. Mr. Jennings is currently a member of the National Academy of Education. Over the years, he has 
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received awards from dozens of organizations, and most recently was the recipient of awards for distinguished public 
service from the American Education Research Association and from Phi Delta Kappa, the Education Visionary Award by 
the Learning First Alliance (a coalition of the country's major national public education organizations), the Outstanding 
Friend of Public Education Award from the Horace Mann League, and the Meritorious Service Award from the National 
Association of Federal Education Program Administrators 
 
Mr. Jennings has written a book on the politics of national education standards, edited four volumes on federal education 
policy, and writes a blog for the Huffington Post. He has also written numerous articles, including 12 for the Kappan, more 
than any other single contributor for that prestigious magazine. He is also one of the authorities on education most cited in 
the news media. For example, he has been quoted in Education Week more than 500 times from 1995 to 2011. He holds 
an A.B. from Loyola University and a J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law, and is a member of several legal 
bars, including the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 
Mindy Keefer 

School Psychologist 
Pocono Mountain School District 

Swifter, Pennsylvania 
 
Mindy Keefer, NCSP, is a school psychologist for the Pocono Mountain School District in Swifter, Pennsylvania. She has 
worked at the elementary level within the Pocono Mountain School District for the past six years. Within the school setting, 
Ms. Keefer participates on Child Study Team and provides behavioral consultation to MDE/IEP teams. She also 
participates on school-wide committees related to Response to Intervention, School-Wide Positive Behavior Support, and 
School Improvement. Additionally, Ms. Keefer is a doctoral student in School Psychology at the Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania. She also is a diplomat of the American Board of School Neuropsychology. 

 

John Kelly 
School Psychologist 

Commack School District, New York 
GPR Committee Co-chair 

jkellypsyc@aol.com  
 
Dr. John Kelly has been a school psychologist with the Commack School District in New York since 1986.  He has also 
taught in the school psychology graduate programs at St. John’s University and Adelphi University.  Beyond John’s 
professional career in the schools and at the University training level, he has been active in local, state, and national 
professional associations.  He is the chairperson for the School Psychology Committee of the Suffolk County Psychological 
Association, Past-President and current Legislative Chair of the New York Association of School Psychologists, member of 
the Executive Board of the New York State Psychological Association, and the Co-Chair of the Government and 
Professional Relations Committee of the National Association of School Psychologists.  John has had the opportunity to 
advocate for local, state, and national issues related to mental health, education, and school psychology.  He has provided 
expert testimony on several occasions at the state level and participated on a panel briefing regarding children’s mental 
health services in the schools before the U.S. Congress.  John is the recipient of the 2001 School Practitioner of the Year 

Award in New York and was honored by NASP as the 2003 School Psychologist of the Year. 

 
Mary Beth Klotz 

Director of IDEA Projects & Technical Assistance 
National Association of School Psychologists 

mklotz@naspweb.org 
  
Mary Beth Klotz, Ph.D. NCSP,  has served as NASP’s Director of IDEA Projects and Technical Assistance since 1999.  
She is NASP’s staff liaison for numerous national leadership groups, coalitions, and grant projects, including the RTI Action 
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Network’s Advisory Council, the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities, the IDEA Partnership Project, the Education 
Revolution Film Advisory Board, and the National Universal Design for Learning Task Force.  In addition, Dr. Klotz has 
represented NASP on the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD) since 2001 and was elected chair of 
the NJCLD for 2006 though 2013.  She serves as the staff liaison for several NASP committees, including the Multicultural 
Affairs Committee; the Bilingual School Psychology Interest Group; the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Questioning Youth Committee; the Ethics and Professional Practices Committee; and the Child and Professional Advocacy 
Committee.  
 
Dr. Klotz is a contributing editor and writes the IDEA in Practice column and numerous other articles for  Communiqué, 
NASP’s professional newspaper.  She also develops fact sheets and informational resources for the NASP website and e-
newsletters, and is a frequent presenter at NASP’s annual convention and summer conferences, as well as at conferences 
of other educational and mental health organizations.  A nationally certified school psychologist, Dr. Klotz’s previous work 
experience includes 15 years of direct service in public school settings in Maryland and Washington, D.C., as a school 
psychologist and a special education teacher.  

 

Carol Kochhar-Bryant 
Senior Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development  

The George Washington University 
kochhar@gwu.edu  

 
Dr. Kochhar-Bryant is the Senior Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development, and 
former Chair of the Department of Special Education and Disability Studies.  For 25 years she has developed and directed 
advanced graduate and doctoral leadership preparation programs in special education and disability studies. In 
collaboration with former Associate Dean Ianacone and Dr. Stacy Skalski of NASP, she has directed the Federal 
Education Policy Institute that has served GSEHD for the past 10 years.  

Dr. Kochhar-Bryant has consulted and conducted evaluation with public school districts and state departments of 
education, U.S. Department of Education, National Association for Public Administration, and has collaborated in 
international special education research with the World Bank, Asia Technical Division.  She has served on standards 
boards such as the NEA Great Schools Indicators Project and the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards 
Exceptional Learners Panel. She has assisted states to develop and evaluate their State Improvement Grants authorized 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Other relevant evaluation experiences include  the design and 
evaluation of the six Regional Resources Centers and Federal Resource Center of the U.S. Department of Education, 
evaluation of non-profit disability organizations, evaluation of  special education and transition services in a 22 site 
correctional education system in Pennsylvania, and a variety of cross-categorical and community-based service (e.g., case 
management, residential services, adult vocational services, institutional services, respite care services and JTPA 
employment training programs).  

Dr. Kochhar-Bryant is widely published in areas of disability policy and practice; interagency service coordination for 
individuals with disabilities, leadership development, and transition to post-secondary and employment for special learners. 
Dr. Kochhar-Bryant is past President of the Division on Career Development and Transition of the International Council for 
Exceptional Children.  

Pamela Leconte 
Assistant Research Professor 

The George Washington University 
pleconte@gwu.edu 

 
Pamela Leconte is an Assistant Research Professor  in the Special Education and Disability Studies Department of the 
Graduate School of Education and Human Development.  Leconte coordinates the Master's, Education Specialist and 
Certificate programs in  Collaborative Vocational Evaluation: M.A. and Ed.S. as well as the Secondary Special Education & 
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Transition Services:  M.A. and Certificate (Online). She  was a Policy Fellow with the former Subcommittee on the 
Handicapped in the U.S. Senate and has worked in the advocacy realm of policy for many years.  She also works with 
doctoral students at The George Washington University. 
 

Jeneé Littrell 
Director of Guidance and Wellness 

Grossmont Union High School District 
jlittrell@guhsd.net  

 
Jeneé Littrel, MS, Med,l is the Director of Guidance and Wellness for Grossmont Union High School District in San Diego 
County. In this role she oversees all school climate and social/emotional programs as well as supervises all guidance and 
mental health staff. In addition, she serves as the Project Director for a federally funded Safe Schools/Healthy Students 
initiative. Before serving in her current role at the district level, she served as a counselor at Santana High School where 
she developed the district’s first Family Resource Center to respond to a deadly school shooting in 2001.  
 
Jenee Litrell has long been a leader in addressing social justice issues in education and has most recently focused her 
attention on preventing and intervening in the Commercial and Sexual  Exploitation of Children (CSEC) in San Diego 
County. In February 2009, Jeneé coordinated the first meeting of leaders in over 40 social service agencies, law 
enforcement agencies, County Superintendents and Board Members. This meeting set the stage for unprecedented 
cooperation in addressing the needs of children placed at high risk. This event launched the first interagency information-
sharing and tracking program, the Global Oversight Analysis Linking Systems Profile. An interagency committee develops 
comprehensive profiles of selected at-risk youths, targeting teens with gang ties, sexual exploitation and dropouts.  The 
Global Oversight Analysis Linking Systems  (G.O.A.L.S.) Initiative began a new era of cooperation among several school 
districts, law enforcement, probation, health & human services and mental health—all coming together to share information 
and ideas to help the students and families of East County San Diego. 

 
Kara Marchione 

Senior Education Policy Advisor 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and the Workforce (Minority) 

Kara.marchione@mail.house  
 
Kara Marchione is Senior Education Policy Advisor for the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and 
the Workforce (Minority staff).  Before coming to the Committee, Ms. Marchione spent three years as Legislative Director 
for Congressman Dave Loebsack from the 2nd District of Iowa, where she worked on education, labor, and health care 
issues.  She also spent seven years in the U.S. Senate, where she worked first in the personal office of Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy and later as a policy advisor for the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  She holds a 
bachelor of arts in communications, law, economics, and government from American University in Washington, DC.  Ms. 
Marchione is a native of West Chester, Pennsylvania.  

 

Deanna Moerer 
Program Coordinator/Therapist, Project One-to-Won 

Pocono Mountain School District 
Swiftwater Pennsylvania 

 
Deanna Moerer, LSW, is the Program Coordinator/Therapist for Project One-to-Won, the Pocono Mountain School 
District’s School–Based Behavioral Health Program in Swiftwater, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Moerer is employed by Youth 
Advocate Program (YAP) where she has worked for 11 years. Prior becoming the Program Coordinator for Project One-to-
Won, Moerer was an Assistant Director for YAP, BAT Trainer, Behavior Specialist, and Mobile Therapist. She also worked 
with Northwestern Human Services (NHS) as a Therapeutic Staff Support (TSS). For the past 6 years, she has written 
numerous grants in conjunction with school districts to obtain funding for building School-Based Behavioral Health 
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Programs. Moerer’s degrees include a Bachelor of Science Degree in Speech and a Master of Science Degree in Social 
Work.  

David Osher 
Vice President in Education, Human Development and the Workforce 

American Institute for Research 
Principal Investigator of the Safe and Supportive Schools TA Center 

DOsher@air.org  
 

Dr. David Osher is Vice President in Education, Human Development and the Workforce at the American Institutes for 
Research as well as Co-Director of AIR’s Human and Social Development Program. His work focuses on school 
improvement and educational equity, interagency, inter-sector, and cross-stakeholder collaboration, children’s services 
(including juvenile justice, child welfare, and behavioral health), prevention, performance measurement and improvement, 
social emotional learning, cultural competence, and the conditions for learning and healthy development. Osher currently 
serves as Principal Investigator of four major research and technical assistance centers funded by the U. S. government: 
The National Center for Mental Health Promotion and Violence Prevention, The Technical Assistance Partnership for Child 
and Family Mental Health; The National Evaluation and Technical Assistance Center for the Education of Children and 
Youth who are Neglected, Delinquent, or At Risk; and the National Center for Safe and Supportive Schools. Osher, who 
was Principal Investigator of the Global Evaluation of Child Friendly Schools, serves as Principal Investigator of a contract 
to help the Federal Agency Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs improve the coordination and efficiency of 
youth programs across 12 Federal Departments and Executive Agencies and to develop a National Plan for youth aged 
10-24, as well as of major evaluation and intervention projects regarding social emotional learning and improving outcomes 
for youth who are at risk. Osher, has done evaluation and intervention work in Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, the 
Philippines, Timor Leste, and Thailand and has trained staff and consulted with individuals from 10 other countries on how 
to introduce social emotional learning, reduce disparities of access and completion, and improve conditions for learning 
and engagement. Osher, who was Academic Dean of a Liberal Arts college and two professional schools of Human 
Services, received all of his degrees from Columbia University. Osher, who has consulted with ministries, NGOs, 
educators and human service professionals across the world serves on numerous expert panels and editorial boards and 
has authored or co-authored over 300 books, monographs, chapters, articles, and reports.  

 
Daphne Pereles 

Executive Director of Learning Supports Unit 
Colorado Department of Education 

 
Daphne Pereles is the Executive Director of the Learning Supports Unit for the Colorado Department of Education. In this 
capacity she oversees a variety of learning supports programs including Response to Intervention (RTI), Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) drop out prevention, and health and wellness. She has more than 20 years of 
experience working in Colorado in the Cherry Creek (CCSD) and Douglas County School Districts. She has been a 
teacher in general, special, and gifted education as well as a special education coordinator and twice-exceptional 
specialist. While in CCSD she also served on the Student Achievement Leadership Team.  Daphne has been a national 
consultant on twice-exceptional issues as well as Response to Intervention. She has published numerous articles and 
made presentations across the country about Colorado’s prevention efforts. She is also an executive board member for the 
Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students (AEGUS). 

 
Anastasia (Stacy) Kalamaros Skalski 
Director, Professional Policy and Practice 

National Association of School Psychologists 
sskalski@naspweb.org  

 
Dr. Stacy Skalski is Director of Professional Policy and Practice for the National Association of School Psychologists 
(NASP), where she works collaboratively with national policy makers, state leaders, educational and health professionals, 
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and elected officials to advocate for expanding school-based mental health services for children and youth.  She has more 
than twenty years of experience as a practitioner, professor, school administrator, and advocate for children’s mental 
health.  Prior to joining the NASP staff in 2005, Dr. Skalski served as Coordinator of Mental Health Services for the 
Douglas County School District (DCSD), Castle Rock, Colorado; as Assistant Research Professor in School Psychology 
and Initial Teacher Preparation at the University of Colorado at Denver; and as a school psychologist for the Douglas 
County and Cherry Creek School Districts.  Over the last two decades, she has written numerous articles and delivered 
hundreds of professional presentations, trainings, and in-services across the USA on legal issues, assessment, behavior 
planning, school violence prevention, crisis intervention, response to intervention, and professional issues in school mental 
health.  Dr. Skalski received her BA in psychology from Hanover College in Indiana (1985), her MA in educational 
psychology from the University of Denver (1986), and her PhD in school psychology from the University of Denver (1991).  
 

Amy Smith 
Educational Consultant 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 
asmithnasp@comcast.net  

 
Amy Smith is an educational consultant for Pennsylvania’s Training and Technical Assistance Network, the training arm of 
the Bureau of Special Education.  She was a member of the original state leadership team charged with developing 
Pennsylvania's model and has continued as state lead in the eastern region.  Her primary role is working with districts 
implementing response to intervention, delivering trainings, and developing material related to response to 
intervention.  Amy has served on the NASP Executive Council for five years, currently serving as President-Elect.  Her 
previous leadership positions include Advocacy Program Manager, Pennsylvania Delegate, Northeast Region Delegate 
Representative, and President of Pennsylvania’s State Association.  

 

Jared Solomon 
Senior Director of Budget Policy 

First Focus 
jareds@firstfocus.net 

 
Jared Solomon is the Senior Director of Budget Policy for First Focus, where he is responsible for monitoring the budget 
and appropriations process and the impact on children. Prior to First Focus, Jared worked on the Critical Response Team 
in the Office of the Chancellor at DC Public Schools (DCPS). There, Jared helped to ensure accountability within DCPS 
and worked with parents, students, teachers, and staff to mediate and resolve problems. He frequently collaborated with 
community organizations and other government agencies to improve services for students. From 2007 to 2009, Jared 
taught social studies at Northwestern High School in Baltimore as a member of Teach for America. In summer 2008, Jared 
interned with the House Judiciary Committee, where he conducted oversight research, prepared staff briefings, and helped 
plan Committee Hearings. Jared has worked on numerous political campaigns, and in 2004 was a Field Organizer in 
Pennsylvania for the Kerry for President Campaign, responsible for one of the campaign’s regional offices. Jared 
graduated summa cum laude from the University of Pittsburgh with a BA in History and Political Science and a minor in 
Economics. He received his MAT from Johns Hopkins University.  
 

Susan Swearer 
Professor of School Psychology, Department of Educational Psychology 

University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
Licensed Psychologist and Co-Director of the Bullying Research Network 

sswearer@unl.edu  
 
Dr. Susan M. Swearer is a Professor of School Psychology at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln (UNL) and Co-Director 
of the Bullying Research Network (http://brnet.unl.edu).  She is the principal investigator on the Target Bullying: Best 
Practices in Bullying Prevention and Intervention Project (www.targetbully.com) has a long-standing track record working 
with schools and districts nationwide to reduce bullying behaviors. Dr. Swearer received her B.A. in Psychology from 
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Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, PA; her M.S. in Special Education from the Pennsylvania State University in State 
College, PA; and her Ph.D. in School Psychology from the University of Texas at Austin in Austin, TX. 
 
For over the past decade, Dr. Swearer has developed and implemented a data-based decision-making model for 
responding to bullying among school-aged youth and has conducted staff trainings in elementary, middle, and high 
schools, with the goal of helping school personnel establish cost-effective and data-based strategies to reduce bullying 
behaviors. She is the co-author of, Bullying Prevention and Intervention: Realistic Strategies for Schools (Swearer, 
Espelage, & Napolitano, 2009) and co-editor of the books, Bullying in North American Schools, 2nd edition (Espelage & 
Swearer, 2011) and Handbook of Bullying in Schools: An International Perspective (Jimerson, Swearer, & Espelage, 
2010). Dr. Swearer has authored over 100 book chapters and articles on the topics of bullying, depression, and anxiety in 
school-aged youth. Her Target Bullying Intervention Program was featured on CBS Sunday Morning in February 2011; she 
was an invited presenter at the White House Bullying Prevention Conference in March 2011; and she was a panel member 
at Harvard University of the launch of the Born This Way Foundation along with Lady Gaga, Oprah, Deepak Chopra, and 
Secretary of HHS Kathleen Sebelieus in February 2012. In March 2012, Dr. Swearer was a featured bullying expert on 
Anderson Cooper’s daytime show, “Anderson.” Her work has been featured in numerous print, radio, and television outlets.  
 
As a licensed psychologist, Dr. Swearer is the Co-Director of the Nebraska Internship Consortium in Professional 
Psychology and she is the supervising psychologist in the Child and Adolescent Therapy Clinic at UNL. Her career has 
been devoted to the intersection of research and practice and she is the co-editor of “Bullying @ School and Online,” an e-
publication on Education.com (www.education.com). She is the chair of the research advisory board for the Born This Way 
Foundation and she can be followed on Twitter: @Bully_Research and on Facebook: Bullying Research Network 
(https://www.facebook.com/bullyresearch).  

 

Christopher Toppings 
Senior Policy Advisor 

Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) 
(Chris_Toppings@burr.senate.gov) 

 

Christopher Toppings currently serves as a senior policy advisor to Senator Richard Burr (R-NC).  Prior to assuming this 
position, Christopher served as a policy advisor on the U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) for Ranking Member, Michael B. Enzi (R-WY).  In this role, he focused on the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Perkins Career and Technical Education, and 
issues of public school choice.  Prior to joining the HELP Committee, he was the lead policy advisor for education, labor, 
and pensions in the personal office of former HELP Committee Chairman, Judd Gregg (R-NH).  Mr. Toppings is a graduate 
of Siena College, where he received his bachelor’s degree in political science and computer science, and the University of 
London, where he received his master’s degree in global politics and economics.   
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Michael D. Usdan served as President of the Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) from 1981 through 2001, when he 
became a senior fellow at the organization.  Before joining IEL, Dr. Usdan was Connecticut's Commissioner of Higher 
Education from 1978 through 1981.  From 1974 through 1978, he was President of the Merrill-Palmer Institute in Detroit.  
Dr. Usdan received his master’s and doctoral degrees from Columbia University, having previously completed his 
undergraduate studies at Brown University.  He worked on the staff of the late Dr. James B. Conant in the latter's famous 
studies of American education and has taught at Columbia University, City University of New York, Northwestern 
University, Fordham University, and in schools in New York City and White Plains.  He also served as a member and 
president of the school board in the city of New Rochelle, New York, from 1969 to 1974.  
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Dr. Usdan has written many articles and books on various aspects of education.  Several themes dominate his writing: 
problems related to urban education, the relationship of government and politics to education, and the growing interest in 
developing closer relationships between elementary, secondary, and higher education.  He has been a consultant to local 
and state boards of education and educational organizations throughout the country and has spoken at meetings, both in 
the United States and internationally, in nations such as China, India, Nepal, Hungary, Russia, and Japan.  Currently, 
among other affiliations, he is a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the Phi Delta Kappan magazine and has 
recently served as a consultant to the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors, the Hunt Institute, the Southern Regional Education Board, the National Center for Public Policy and Higher 
Education, and the George Washington University. 
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Kelly is the Director of Government Relations for the National Association of School Psychologists, where she works 
collaboratively with public policy makers, educational and health professionals, and elected officials to advocate for the 
importance and value of school psychology, school psychologists and school psychological services. She also represents 
NASP on a number of coalitions working to advocate for public policies that support NASP’s mission.  Prior to joining the 
NASP staff in 2011, Kelly spent seven years practicing as a school psychologist in Loudoun County Public Schools (VA). 
During her time in Loudoun County, Kelly served as a Central Based Crisis Team Leader, was a member of the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports coordination team.  Kelly has reviewed articles for CEC’s Exceptional Children, and 
the International Journal of Education Policy & Leadership and has delivered professional presentations, trainings, and in-
services on PBIS, data collection and analysis, school violence, crisis intervention, and mental health awareness.  Kelly 
earned her BA in Psychology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her MA and Certificate of Advanced 
Study (CAS) in School Psychology from Appalachian State University.  Kelly is in the final phases of her doctoral 
dissertation for her PhD in Education Policy at George Mason University.  
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Paul Weckstein is co-director of the Center for Law and Education and works in its Washington office. CLE, which was 
originally established at Harvard University in 1969 as the national support center on education issues for legal services 
programs, works to advance the right of all students and families to high-quality education, particularly those in low-income 
communities.  He has played a role in shaping reforms of Title I, the Perkins Act, and other federal education programs in 
order to boost program quality, equity, and parent involvement. He has developed national projects to assist schools, 
education agencies, communities, and advocates with planning and implementation of school reform.  He has trained, 
published, and advocated extensively on a wide variety of issues, including high-school reform, standards-based reform, 
career and technical education, student testing and assessment, civil rights, student tracking and classification, student 
and parent involvement, special education, and students rights and school discipline.    
 
Paul Weckstein graduated from Haverford College and holds both education and law degrees from Harvard University.  He 
began his education career at the Massachusetts Department of Education, where he worked with high school students on 
state and local student involvement and student rights projects. He also works with the American Bar Association’s 
Commission on Youth at Risk, where he drafted detailed policies on the right to quality education that have been formally 
adopted by the ABA. He has taught at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and at both the law school and education 
school of American University.    
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Education Policy Advisor 
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (Majority) 

 
Maria Worthen is an Education Policy Advisor to Senator Tom Harkin for the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions, handling K-12 education policy. Previously, she worked for the US Department of Education in the Office of 
Elementary and Secondary Education and before that, in the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools. Maria began her 
career as a pre-school teacher and social worker, practicing for several years with at-risk children and youth in a variety of 
settings. An Iowa native, she holds a B.A. in Government and Italian Language and Literature from Smith College and a 
Masters in Social Work from Washington University in St. Louis.   
 


